TRUMAN GLOSSARY

affable:  

kindly and polite

ambiguous:

doubtful or open to more than one interpretation

aureole:

a radiant circle of light surrounding the head

banal:


commonplace and trivial

bland:


smooth, mild not stimulating

collage:

a picture made up of smaller pieces stuck together

complicit:

being an accomplice, usually in something negative

composure:

calmness

conflict:
opposition or disagreement between things.  In narratives, conflict usually falls into three categories:  internal conflict within a person, conflict between different people, and conflict between people and their environments

conspiracy:
an agreement between two or more people to do something negative or evil together

conventional:
accepted or ‘normal’; similar to what most people usually do

counterfeit:
false or forged

crescendo:
gradually increasing force and volume of sound

demeanour:
manner of conducting oneself

devious:
not open and direct; sly

dissuade:
to discourage someone or give them advice against something

elliptical:
oval-shaped

enigmatic:
mysterious, obscure or perplexing

exploited:
taken advantage of; used

fabricated:
made up or manufactured

façade:
the face or front of something

foreshadow:
to vaguely suggest beforehand

interpretation:
the explanation of the meaning of something

intimation:
an indication or hint

irony:
a contradictory outcome that seems like a mockery of what was promised; also a figure of speech in which the intended meaning is the opposite to that which is expressed

manipulate:
to treat someone in a dishonest way to make them do what you want them to do

matte:
a flat shape placed over the lends of a camera to change the shape of the frame around the shot

metaphor:
a word or term used to describe a thing as though it were something else in order to convey a strong image, for example, “The road was a ribbon of moonlight”; a visual metaphor, is a picture that shows something in a way that reminds you of something else

Mise en scene:
in cinematic terms, used to describe every aspect of what is seen in a shot, including framing, composition, costuming, setting, objects and camera angles

ominous:
suggesting something bad is about to happen

“Omnicam ecosphere”:  the control room complex located in Sea-haven’s moon where Christof lived and from where he watched and controlled everything that happened to Truman

omnipotent:
all-powerful, like a god

omniscient:
knowing and seeing all things, like a god

overtly:
openly and in an uncovered way; not secretly.

paranoid:
unreasonably afraid and anxious

parody:
something that mimics something else in order to ridicule it

perception:
seeing something in a particular way

perspective:
a particular point of view

plausible:
believable; seeming to be true or acceptable

protagonist:
the main character(s) in a narrative

ratings:
the figures that indicate how many people are watching a television show

satire:
a work of art that holds certain people or behaviour up to ridicule

sequence:
(in films) a continuous or connected series of images or scenes that hold together as a logical section

significance:
the meaning or importance of something

simulate:
imitate or pretend

slapstick:
comedy which relies on knockabout physical action for its humour

sterile:
unproductive or barren

submissive:
humble and ready to obey

superficial:
on the surface only

surreptitious:
secretive and suppressing the truth

transgress:
to offend against the law or common decency

voyeur:
a watcher; someone who watches something from a position in which they can’t themselves be watched; a peeping-tom

